
Nine Extraordinary Gifts,1 or  
“Charisms,” of the Holy Spirit  

If we are full of the Spirit, the nine charisms, or spiritual gifts mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 
should be manifested regularly. Although addressed in the Catechism1 as well as scripture,2 few 
Catholics today have even heard of these gifts; fewer have seen them in operation. Here is a refresher 
course in the ways the Holy Spirit works. And we need these nine gifts in our churches today: 
1. The word of wisdom. God can give us a supernatural solution to a problem that cannot be 
solved by man's ideas. The American church desperately needs this gift so we can shift from man's 
carnal ways to heaven's wisdom. 
2. The word of knowledge. The Holy Spirit will sometimes reveal information that could not 
have been known by man.  
3. The gift of faith. This is not the normal kind of faith we need daily. The gift of faith is a special 
ability to believe for big things. A person operating in supernatural faith will motivate others to pray 
until the answer comes. 
4. The gift of healing. Paul told the Corinthians that there are actually gifts (plural) of healing. 
This gift emphasizes that God is still in the business of healing bodies, minds and broken hearts. 
5. The gift of miracles. The book of Acts is a series of miracles—so why would we ever assume 
God pulled the plug on that power? He still opens prison doors, breaks chains, releases angels, opens 
blind eyes, changes weather patterns and delivers people of demons. He is still a miracle worker! 
6. Prophecy. This is a special gift because God loves to speak to His people. And He wants to use 
us to relay His message. The gift of prophecy can be considered "supernatural encouragement" because 
it always edifies the person who receives a word from the Lord—even if it is corrective. God uses a 
person to speak His direct message to others. 
7. Discernment (or "discerning of spirits"). When the Holy Spirit gave His gifts of power, He 
also provided a way for us to tell the difference between God's work and a demonic counterfeit. Not all 
that is supernatural is from God, so we need discernment to protect us from false prophecy and occult 
deception. We also need this gift to set people free from demonic bondage. 
8. Speaking in tongues. There are "various kinds of tongues" mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12:10. 
Believers can have their own private prayer language, but some people are also gifted to speak in 
tongues in a church meeting.  
9. Interpretation of tongues. Similar to prophecy, this gift can relay a message from God that 
was spoken in a foreign or angelic tongue.   
References: 
1, Catechism of the Catholic Church, para. 2003: ”…There are furthermore special graces, also called 
charisms after the Greek term used by St. Paul and meaning ‘favor,’ ‘gratuitous gift,’ or ‘benefit.’ Whatever 
their character - sometimes it is extraordinary, such as the gift of miracles or tongues – 
charisms are oriented towards sanctifying grace and are intended for the common good of the Church.  They are 
at the service of charity, which builds up the Church.”    
2. St. Paul told the Corinthians: "Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts" (1 Cor. 14:1a). 
God wants His gifts flowing through us, but He never forces us to use them. He is looking for availability, 
courage and surrender. Please allow the Holy Spirit to jumpstart His power in your life. 



Novena to Prepare for Outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
1.  Opening Prayer for Nine Days (Recommend saying between Ascension Thursday & 
Pentecost, but any nine consecutive days will do).  Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 
faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be 
created. And You shall renew the face of the earth.  O, God, who by the light of the Holy 
Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly 
wise and ever enjoy His consolations, Through Christ Our Lord, Amen. 

2. Daily Readings one for each day of the novena: 

Day Reading 
1 John 3:1-21.  (Jesus and Nicodemus) 
2 John 14:15-26 (Jesus’ promise at Last Supper) 
3 Acts 1:8 (Jesus promise and command at His Ascension) 
4 Acts 2:1-12, 38 (Holy Spirit descends, Peter preaches on Pentecost) 
5 1 Cor 12:7-14 (Paul lists spiritual gifts) 
6 1 Cor 12:38, 1 Cor 14:1-19 (Strive for spiritual gifts) 
7 Acts 19:1-6 (Ephesians get gift of Spirit) 
8 Acts 10, Romans 8:26 (The effect of the Spirit) 
9 Nine Extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Spirit (front page of this handout) 

   

3. Daily Reflection after each day’s reading: (use extra paper if needed) 

 a. What did today’s reading reveal about the Holy Spirit? 

 

 b. Do you feel the Holy Spirit’s presence or promptings today?   

 

 c. Are you striving for the spiritual gifts?  Which one(s) in particular? 

 

d. Is there anything holding you back from asking for more of the Holy Spirit’s gifts? 

 

 

4. Closing Prayer: The “Unity Prayer1,” My adorable Jesus, May our feet journey 
together, May our hands gather in unity, May our hearts beat in unison, May our 
souls be in harmony, May our thoughts be as one, May our ears listen to the 
silence together, May our glances profoundly penetrate each other, May our lips 
pray together to gain mercy from the Eternal Father.  Amen.  

 
1 From, “The Flame of Love,” Elizabeth Kindelmann.  Imprimatur by Archbishop Charles Chaput, Phildelphia, 2020 


